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S 10
Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Jan 22, 2001
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S155-163)
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S155-163)  (Jan
22, 2001) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/10 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: SD   •   Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors  (32 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D · DE Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Byrd, Robert C. [D-WV] D · WV Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Carnahan, Jean [D-MO] D · MO Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Cleland, Max [D-GA] D · GA Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D · MN Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D · CT Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D · ND Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Graham, Bob [D-FL] D · FL Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Hollings, Ernest F. [D-SC] D · SC Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D · AR Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] D · NV Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Sarbanes, Paul S. [D-MD] D · MD Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jan 22, 2001

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Jan 22, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jan 22, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Jan 22, 2001) 

Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage Act of 2001 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act (SSA) to add

a new part D (Outpatient Prescription Drug Benefit Program) (OPDBP) to provide Medicare coverage of certain outpatient

prescription drugs and biological products for individuals entitled to benefits under Medicare part A (Hospital Insurance)

or enrolled under Medicare part B (Supplementary Medical Insurance).

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to provide for an outpatient prescription drug benefit program for

eligible Medicare beneficiaries.

Outlines premiums and cost-sharing provisions, including those for a $250 deductible waivable for generic drugs, as well

as coinsurance provisions.

Sets out patient protections.

Authorizes the Secretary to develop and implement an Employer Incentive Program that encourages sponsors of

employment-based health care coverage to provide adequate prescription drug benefits to retired individuals.

Establishes a Medicare Pharmacy and Therapeutics Advisory Committee.

Amends SSA title XVIII part C (Medicare+Choice) to require each Medicare+Choice plan, with specified exceptions, to

provide enrolled members items and services for which benefits are available under new part D.

Amends SSA title XVIII part D to exclude Medicare part D costs from determination of the part B monthly premium.

Amends SSA title XIX (Medicaid) to: (1) include in Medicare cost-sharing for qualified Medicare beneficiaries premiums

under OPDBP; and (2) provide for expanding medical assistance with regard to OPDBP coinsurance and deductible.

Sets at 100 percent the Federal Medicaid percentage with respect to such medical assistance.

Amends SSA title XI to increase Medicaid payments to territories.

Amends SSA title XVIII to revise requirements for benefit packages for Medicare supplemental policies, and with regard

to comprehensive immunosuppressive drug coverage for transplant patients.

Directs the Secretary to study whether to: (1) establish a uniform format for pharmacy benefit cards provided to

beneficiaries by eligible entities under OPDBP; and (2) develop systems to transfer prescriptions electronically under

OPDBP from the prescriber to the pharmacist.

Outlines provisions for General Accounting Office and Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) studies

involving OPDBP.

Actions Timeline

Jan 22, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Jan 22, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure.
Jan 22, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S155-163)
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